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MOTION:   X RESOLUTION: 
 
Whereas, Diesel exhaust has been identified by the State of California as a known human 
carcinogen, and diesel particulate and over 40 chemical components of diesel exhaust have been 
identified by the California Air Resources Board as toxic air contaminants; 
  
Whereas, The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) concluded in its 
Multiple Air Toxics Exposure Study, released in March 2000, that diesel exhaust is responsible for 
over 70 percent of the cancer risk from breathing the air in the South Coast Air Basin;  
 
Whereas, Diesel exhaust is also known to be a major source of fine particles, which aggravate 
heart and respiratory problems, increase the risk for asthma attacks and cause premature death, and 
of oxides of nitrogen (NOx), which combine with hydrocarbons to form smog and have been 
connected to decreased lung function growth in children;   

 

Whereas, Children are known to be among those most susceptible to the negative health effects of 
diesel exhaust exposure for many reasons, including that a child's developing body is less capable 
of defending itself against pollutants such as diesel particles, that children typically breathe at 
twice the rate of an adult, thereby receiving and retaining greater doses of pollution, and that 
children tend to breathe through their mouths, thereby bypassing the natural filtering protections 
of the nose; 

Whereas, Cleaner alternatives to new diesel school buses exist, including natural gas school buses, 
that are widely available, that have been proven to be durable, and that emit less NOx, particulate 
matter and air toxics than a new diesel school bus;  

Whereas, The SCAQMD has adopted Rule 1195 which will require school districts to purchase, 
lease, or contract only buses that run on cleaner, alternative fuels, such as natural gas, instead of 
on diesel fuel, provided that adequate funding is available to cover the incremental cost of the 
cleaner bus; and if funding is not available to cover the incremental cost of an alternative fuel bus, 
allows the purchase of an "intermediate diesel school bus" equipped with a diesel particulate filter 
and advanced NOx technologies; 

 

 



SUBJECT:  Healthy Breathing Initiative (Continued) 

Whereas, School buses running on alternative fuels are the cleanest school buses available today 
and provide the maximum protection of school children's health;  

Whereas, The use of diesel particulate filters have significantly reduced emissions of particulate 
matter as compared to traditional diesel powered school buses and therefore provide increased 
protection of school children's health as compared to traditional diesel-powered school buses; 

Whereas, The use of diesel particulate filters in combination with advanced NOx reduction 
technologies as mandated starting in the 2004 model year will further reduce NOx emissions and 
therefore provide increased protection of school children's health as compared to traditional diesel-
powered school buses and buses equipped with a diesel particulate filter; 

Whereas, Rule 1195 provides an exemption to the requirement to purchase an alternative fuel bus 
where there is no commercially available bus for a specific engine, chassis and body configuration 
necessary for a specific school bus route; and  

Whereas, On March 27, 2001, the Los Angeles City Board of Education adopted a resolution 
supporting adoption of Rule 1195 by the South Coast Air Quality Management District, as 
proposed with requirements for adequate external funding and the commercial availability of 
configurations that would meet the needs of the District; now, therefore, be it 

  

Resolved, that the Board of Education of the City of Los Angeles adopts the following 
requirements for all future bids for contract buses, effective immediately:  

1) District will accept only bids for contract buses that meet the following criteria:  

a. All buses must be 1994 or newer model buses;  

b. Buses must be fueled by alternative fuels or diesel equipped with a California Air Resource 
Board (CARB) verified diesel particulate filter;  

c. If a CARB verified diesel particulate filter is not commercially available for the specific engine, 
chassis and body configuration of the bus, the bus must be equipped with a diesel oxidation 
catalyst, if available; 
 
d. The District will establish as policy a preference for alternative fuels where models are 
commercially available for the specific engine, chassis and body configuration of the bus, if 
economically feasible; 
 
e. Where alternative fuel buses are unavailable, the District shall establish as policy a preference 
for diesel buses that comply with 2004 model year emissions standards. 
 
2) Effective January 1, 2006, the District will only accept bids for contract buses fueled by 
alternative fuels or diesel school buses that meet emissions standards for the 2004 year. 
 
 
 



SUBJECT:  Healthy Breathing Initiative (Continued) 

 
3) All bids must include tiered options for alternative fuel fleet composition with a minimum top 
tier of 30% alternative fuel buses. This requirement will not apply where alternative fuel models 
are not commercially available for the specific engine, chassis and body configuration of the bus. 
 
Resolved, The Board instructs the Superintendent to create a dedicated funding stream to provide 
for life cycling of District buses; 

Resolved further, That in providing transportation for field trips, the District and its contractors 
will supply the cleanest model bus that is operationally available and cost efficient. 

 
   
 AYES NOES ABSTAIN ABSENT 
 
Ms. Canter X    

Ms. Korenstein X    

Ms. LaMotte X    

Mr. Lansing X    

Mr. Lauritzen X    

Mr. Tokofsky X     

Mr. Huizar X    

TOTAL 
7     

 
ACTION:  ADOPTED 
  
 


